
Service Bulletin 06-045

July 15, 2006Applies To: 2006 Accord Hybrid – From VIN JHMCN3...6C000001 thru JHMCN3...6C002303

Product Update: PCM Update to Improve Fuel Mileage

BACKGROUND
The original PCM software for the PGM-FI system and 
the A/T can be updated to increase fuel mileage. 
Updating the PCM software also permits qualified 
owners to apply for a higher federal income tax credit. 

CUSTOMER NOTIFICATION

All owners of affected vehicles will be sent a notification 
of this product update. An example of the customer 
notification is at the end of this service bulletin. 

To verify vehicle eligibility, check for at least one of 
these items:

• The customer has a notification letter.

• The vehicle is shown on your campaign 
responsibility report.

• The vehicle is shown as eligible on a VIN status 
inquiry.

In addition, check for a punch mark above the first 
character of the engine compartment VIN. A punch 
mark in that location means this product update has 
already been completed. 

Some vehicles affected by this product update are still 
in dealer inventory. These vehicles must be updated 
before they are sold or leased.

CORRECTIVE ACTION
Update the PGM-FI software and A/T software with the 
HDS.

SOFTWARE INFORMATION

NOTE: You must use the latest software version for 
this update (currently, 2.005.004). If you do not use the 
latest software version, the HDS may incorrectly 
indicate that the vehicle does not need an update.

HDS Software Version: 2.005.004 or later

WARRANTY CLAIM INFORMATION

Failed Part: P/N 37820-RCJ-A65
H/C 8278871

Defect Code: 5HY00
Symptom Code: Q1400
Template ID: 06-045A
Skill Level: Repair Technician

REPAIR PROCEDURE

NOTE: 
• Before you do the update, the vehicle’s 12-volt 

battery must be fully charged.

• To prevent control module damage, do not operate 
anything electrical (audio system, brakes, A/C, 
power windows, moonroof, etc.) during the update.

• The HDS screen may go dark during the update. 
This does not mean the update is finished. Tap the 
screen and the display will show the current status of 
the update. 

•  Unless you are directed by the HDS, do not 
disconnect the HDS or turn the ignition switch off 
during the update.

• Two updates are required: one for the PGM-FI 
system and one for the A/T.

1. Verify that the correct software is loaded into the 
HDS by selecting the icon in the lower left corner of 
the HDS start-up screen. 

• If the software version is 2.005.004 or later, go to 
step 2.

• If the software version is earlier than 2.005.004, 
load the latest software, then go to step 2. 

2. Update the vehicle’s PGM-FI software and A/T 
software with the HDS. For updating information, 
refer to Service Bulletin 01-023, Updating Control 
Units/Modules.

3. Center-punch a completion mark above the first 
character of the engine compartment VIN.

SYSTEM PROGRAM ID PROGRAM P/N

PGM-FI CJA660 37805-RCJ-A66

A/T CJA630 37806-RCJ-A66

OP# Description FRT

125517

A

Update the PGM-FI software.

Add one additional software update.

0.3

0.3

Center-punch here.
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CUSTOMER INFORMATION: The information in this bulletin is intended for use only by skilled technicians who have the proper tools, equipment,
and training to correctly and safely maintain your vehicle. These procedures should not be attempted by “do-it-yourselfers,” and you should not assume
this bulletin applies to your vehicle, or that your vehicle has the condition described. To determine whether this information applies, contact an
authorized Honda automobile dealer.



Summer 2006

Product Update: Improving Fuel Mileage and 
Increasing Your Hybrid Vehicle Tax Incentive 

Dear Accord Hybrid Owner:

This letter is to notify you of how to improve your vehicle’s 
fuel mileage and permit you to qualify for a higher federal 
income tax credit.

What is the situation?
Your vehicle does not have the most current software 
installed in the engine/transmission control unit. This does 
not allow your vehicle to get its best fuel mileage and also 
prevents vehicle purchasers from claiming a higher federal 
income tax credit for the vehicle.

What should you do?
Contact any authorized Honda dealer for an appointment 
to have your vehicle updated. The dealer will update your 
vehicle’s engine and transmission software free of charge. 
Please plan to leave your vehicle at the dealer for half a 
day to allow them flexibility in scheduling.

To improve mileage and increase your potential tax credit, 
we recommend you have this free product update done as 
soon as possible this year. For tax credit verification, it 
may also be helpful to keep copies of this letter and the 
completed dealer repair order. To learn more about hybrid 
vehicle tax incentives, talk to a professional tax consultant, 
or go to www.fueleconomy.gov. 

What to do if you feel this notice is in error.
Our records show that you are the current owner or lessee 
of a 2006 Accord Hybrid involved in this product update. If 
this is not the case, or the name/address information is not 
correct, please fill out and return the enclosed, postage-
paid Information Change Card. We will then update our 
records.

If you have questions.
If you have questions about this notice, or need help 
contacting a Honda dealer, please call Honda Automobile 
Customer Service at (800) 999-1009. 

We apologize for any inconvenience this product update 
may cause you.

Sincerely,

American Honda Motor Co., Inc.
Honda Automobile Division

Example of Customer Letter
2 of 2 06-045



 
 
July 15, 2006 
 
 
 
Dear Service Manager:  
 
Honda Motor Co., LTD. is announcing a product update campaign affecting 2006 Accord Hybrids thru VIN 
JHMCN3...6C002303. On affected vehicles, the original PCM software for the PGM-FI system and the A/T can 
be updated to increase fuel mileage. Updating the PCM software also permits qualified owners to apply for a 
higher federal income tax credit. 

NOTE: Customers inquiring about hybrid vehicle tax incentives should be directed to their accountant or other tax 
professional. 

Repair Strategy  
The repair is to update the PGM-FI and the A/T software with the HDS, using software version 2.005.004 or 
later. For details, refer to service bulletin 06-045, Product Update: PCM Update to Improve Fuel Mileage. 
 
Before beginning work on a vehicle, verify its eligibility by checking at least one of these items: 

• The customer has a notification letter. 
• The vehicle is shown on your campaign responsibility report. 
• The vehicle is shown as eligible on a VIN status inquiry. 

 
In addition, check for a punch mark above the first character of the engine compartment VIN. A punch mark in 
that location means this product update has already been done.  
 
Some vehicles affected by this product update may be in your new vehicle inventory. These vehicles must be updated 
before they are sold or leased.  
 
Customer Notification 
Customers will be sent a notification of this product update on July 24, 2006. 
 
Software Information 
To successfully update the PCM, make sure the HDS is loaded with software version 2.005.004 or later.  
 
 
Sincerely,  

American Honda Motor Co., Inc. 
Honda Automobile Division 


